The Origins of the

Baha'i

Community
of Canada, 1898-1948

Will C. van de

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/
/813313299007
pwd=ay9iME9aRmpQeFo0YXR
WeHk5LzZodz09

Meeting ID: 813 3132 9900
Passcode: 064240

Please publicize widely but for
security reasons, please do not
distribute this Zoom link on
social media. Please circulate by
email or Messenger instead.

BIG IDEAS: THE BAHA’l FAITH AND THE
ISSUES OF OUR TIME

Please join us for a series of talks addressing some of
humanity’s shared challenges and opportunities as we
work to advance an emerging global civilization. This
series brings together current research, experience,
contemporary discourses and Baha'i perspectives. Please
publicize widely.

“Be anxiously concerned with the needs of the age ye live
in and its exigences and requirements.” ~ Baha’i Writings

Friday, May 7, 2021, 7:30pm EDT
A Serendipitous Journey Through Canadian Bahd’i History
with Will C. van den Hoonaard

Dr. Will van den Hoonard is the author, among many books,
of Origins of the Baha'i Community of Canada 1898-1944.
Says Will:

Doing research on Canadian Bahd’i history yielded many
serendipitous treasures of research. My journey revealed
surprising findings about the social characteristics of Bahd’i
Community. It is no surprise that chaos attended that phase
of Bahd'i history. A study of the visit of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd to
Canada in1912 demonstrated the spiritually deep connection
of the Montreal family of May Maxwell which paved the way
for establishing the Bahd’i community on a secure footing.
The early historical phase includes in-depth involvement of
individual Bahd’is with the Group of Seven painters,
suffragettes, politicians, and Louis Riel. Joseph Frost (a cousin
of the poet Robert Frost) also seems to have been familiar
with Canada’s earliest Bahd’is.

About Will Will is Professor Emeritus, Sociology, at the
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton. He is author of 14
books on Iceland, the Dutch of New Brunswick, Baha'i history,
sociological research methods, a 700-year history of women in
cartography, and ethics in research. He and Deborah van den
Hoonaard authored a study on the equality of women and men
in the Canadian Bahd’i Community.

Born in The Hague (The Netherlands) Will has lived in France,
Iceland, and the United States where he served as the
Alternate Representative of the Baha'i International
Community to the United Nations. He now resides in New
Brunswick.

Will’s latest publication is a children's book (2017): Did You Ever
Wonder: The Story of the Bab as a Child (Amazon.ca/.com)
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